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This counter-draft of Sir John Simon's foreshadowed the lines along
which all the subsequent negotiations were to run; so that in a
general way the destiny of the Italian project was determined by the
time when, on the 20th March, the two British Ministers left Rome
again to visit their French colleagues in Paris on their way to London.
After this Anglo-French meeting in Paris, a French official com-
munique was issued there on the 21st, 'stating that the French
Ministers had thanked their colleagues for the information they had
furnished and had affirmed their desire to see established in the
interest of peace, within the framework and in the spirit of the
League of Nations, a loyal co-operation between the four European
Powers who are permanent members of the Council of the League'.
Thereafter the French Government occupied themselves still more
actively than the British Government in pressing for a modification
of the Italian draft in this sense.
Meanwhile, rumours had become rife, and hopes or fears had been
aroused, in almost every part of Europe.
In Great Britain, for instance, it was asked whether some part of
Italy's and Germany's share of the feast was to be the acquisition
of colonies or mandates at the British Empire's expense. It was true
that an overseas application, in Italy's or Germany's favour, of the
principle of territorial revision was faintly hinted at in Article 4 of
the Italian draft, which provided that
In all political and non-political European and extra-European
questions, as well as in the colonial sphere, the four Powers undertake
to adopt as far as possible a common line of action.
In the House of Commons at Westminster on the 23rd March, 1933,
the Secretary of State for the Colonies denied, in answer to a par-
liamentary question, that His Majesty's Government had ever con-
templated any surrender of the mandate for Tanganyika; and, in
the same place on the same day, Mr. MacDonald added that Tanga-
nyika had never been mentioned in the conversations at Rome.
While Mr. MacDonald was rendering his account in London,
Messieurs Daladier and Paul-Boncour were being interrogated in Paris
on the same subject on the same day, the 23rd March, by the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the Chamber. In a newspaper article1 published
in France on the 1st April, the Italian project was stigmatized by
Monsieur Herriot as a scheme for a four-Power directory which was
to attempt to re-draw the political map of Europe with the inevitable
result of precipitating a war. On the other hand, the project found
an authoritative and influential sponsor in France in the person of
1 In Le D&moerate of Lyons.